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Rick Hofmeister

Subject: SCI manufactured SCBA Composite Cylinders


  Fiberglass composite (E-7277) and Kevlar (E-10019)

Date: 
6/28/02

Scott has been advised by Structural Composite Industries (SCI) that fiberglass and aramid fiber (Kevlar) cylinders manufactured between 01/98 – 8/00 require a modified test at the time of their current or next three year hydrostatic test.  The modified test must be conducted by a United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) certified hyrostatic testing facility that has obtained authorization from SCI to conduct the modified test and is in possession of technical documents supplied by SCI.  Cylinder owners in Canada must ensure they are working with a Transport Canada (TC) authorized hydrostatic testing facility that is further authorized by SCI to conduct the modified test.  The modified test must be conducted on SCI cylinders identified above regardless of the SCBA manufacturer.  Scott is forwarding this notice to you to ensure that you are aware of this modified test requirement.

SCI advised that their manufacturing process for Flowcoating these cylinders during the stated time period may cause a small percentage of these cylinders to exceed the 5% permanent and total expansion ratio as defined by US DOT exemptions E-7277 (fiberglass) and E-10019 (Kevlar) for these cylinders.  SCI has performed extensive testing on samples of these affected cylinders to prove “this condition is not a safety issue and does not impact the useful life of the cylinder”.  However, since the potential exists for the cylinder to fail the hydrostatic test, a modified hydrostatic test has been developed by SCI and approved by both US DOT and Transport Canada.  

The attached information provided by SCI contains the following documents:

· A letter from SCI advising this condition including attachments for cylinder identification

· Technical Bulletin Special Report 2498.02 Rev A (5/31/02) Field Re-Autofrettage Program for DOT Exemption Cylinders

· Technical Bulletin Special Report2503.02 Rev B (6/20/020 Field Re-Autofrettage Program – Canada 

It is important that you review the SCBA cylinders in your inventory and compare with the cylinder identification documents to determine if you have cylinders affected by this notification from SCI.  If you have identified cylinders in your possession as affected by this notification be sure the appropriate Technical Bulletin from SCI is given to representatives of your hydrostatic testing facility when presenting cylinders for their next scheduled test.  The hydrostatic testing facility must contact SCI to become authorized.

If you are in possession of any of these cylinders that have already passed their recent hydrostatic test, the modified test may be conducted at the next scheduled test date.  Further, if you are in possession of cylinders that may have failed their first hydrostatic test prior to receiving this message, please obtain a copy of the test results from your hydrostatic testing facility and advise Scott. 

Should you have any questions concerning these cylinders, please feel free to contact your Scott Authorized Distributor, Authorized Service Center, or Scott Regional Manager.  You may also contact your Technical Service Support Team member at 800-247-7257.  

Cordially,

Rick Hofmeister

Service Support Group Manager

